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Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text). Contact Commodore Dan Waxman, call 317-506-1680 or email DWaxman@versiti.org.



— Birch Lake Notes —

Get Ready for the 2021
4th of July Boat Parade!

Now is the time to start planning for
your entry for the 4th of July Boat
Parade on July 3rd. The theme this
year is “Our Heroes.” Your hero could be
a veteran, a first responder, a Disney
character, or your next-door neighbor.
We want this year’s parade to be the
best attended ever! Who will win the
coveted “Grand Champion” award? It
could be your family!

MC Regattas, clinic planned

An Eagle Lake regatta is on June
19, a one-day event for MC sailors with
the skipper’s meeting starting at 9 am.
Registration is open ($50) and you may
sign-up on the MC website at the link
that follows. Everyone is invited and
welcome to race. Jack Sanderson is the
contact person.

For more information or to register,
visit: https://www.mcscow.org/content.
aspx?page_id=4002&club_
1d=612443&item_id=1390396

The Diamond Lake Reid Francis
Memorial Interlake MC Regatta is also
planned for July 24; watch the Barker
for details when available.

Clear Lake, Iowa will host the 50th
MC National Championship regatta on

June 24 — 27. For more information see
https://www.mcscow.org/content.aspx-
?page_1d=4002&club_id=612443&item_
1d=1289415

On Friday, June 18th at Eagle Lake
Sailing Club, Ted Keller will conduct an
MC sailboat racing clinic. Ted is a
champion MC sailor and works for
Melges, the MC manufacturer. The
seminar will begin at 10 am and end in
the late afternoon. Most of Ted’s
instruction will be on-the-water training,
with emphasis on boat tuning, handling,
speed, and tactics. Each seminar is
unique and you will learn many new
skills, as well as refresh skills that you
should have already been doing, but just
needed a reminder.

The fee for the seminar 1s $50.
Please bring your own lunch. Drinks
will be provided. All activities will be
outside and we will keep our social dis-
tance and wear masks when appropri-
ate. If you would like to attend and
reserve your spot, send a check for $50
to: Jack Sanderson, 763 Marias Dr.,
Coldwater, MI 49036

2021 Dues, fireworks donations

In the midst of everything that has
been happening in our world for the past
year or so, the BLYC is still here and we

Thomas J.

5” Water Wells

Mosier

still need operating capital. In addition,
we still need contributions to the
Fireworks fund. Please use the dues
form in the Barker to submit your dona-
tions and/or fireworks contributions, or
use the online link (birchlakeyacht-
club.com) to pay your yacht club dues.
Checks should be mailed to Deb Spratt,
18100 Farmington Hills Dr. South Bend,
IN 46637. Thanks.

The Printed Birch Barker

The Birch Barker is delivered to
homes on Birch Lake every weekend,
and is also available each week online at
the website http://www.philvitale.
com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm.

To submit items to the Birch Barker
or to buy a display or classified ad, email
your items to sailorphil@philvitale.com
or onlinebarker@gmail.com, or mail (or
deposit items) Phil Vitale, 63174 Birch
Rd. (east side), Vandalia, MI 49095.
Display ad sizes and prices can be seen
at http://www.philvitale.com/
Barker/BirchBarker.htm. Classified
ads are free for BLYC paid members,
and $5/week for non-members.

Deadline for any given week is noon
on Tuesday prior to the weekend.

To contact editor Phil, email online-
barker@gmail.com, sailorphil@philvitale.
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OAPOLLOMARWE.net

APOLLO
MARINE

South side

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

of Gravel Lake

15355 96" Avenue
Lawton, MI 49065

269-423-6011
1:888-996-BOAT

Pontoon Boats!
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M-60 E
area lakes!
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Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

SALES + SERVICE + STORAGE




— Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Lake Yacht Club

FIREWORKS FUND
for 2021!

$10,250

June 7, 2021 $8573.00

to donate use the form
for fireworks ///MS\\ in the back of
or any other raised this week’s
BLYC function \\\Ga Birch

or activity ... Barker

or contribute online at
http://BirchLakeYachtClub.com/

com, phone 269-476-1680 (no text, I don’t have a cell phone),
mail items to 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or put
them in my mailbox there on the east side of the lake.

Looks like the marina on the east side has developed a
unique way to get more boats into limited space ...

Welcome to Jaywalker

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

%Yep g ksmm“@&

7 days/wk
11 am to Midnight

Carry Outs available
69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN

(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES

CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

alphiagraphics

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND




And they’re off!

ast Sunday was a perfect day for sailboat racing. There were six MCs and nine
I sunfish participating! Apparently, after a long period of not sailing, the sailors

were ready and anxious to get back on the lake! It was awesome to see all the
boats out on a perfect Sunday morning on our lake.

Many thanks go out to Tom Cassady, Vic Jones, and Phil Vitale for setting the
course and doing rescue duty when a couple of sailors had their boats go over. Thank-
fully, everyone got righted and no one was hurt.

Committee Boat was occupied by Keith Kinzler, Good Patti Russwurm, and the
woman with a voice like a nightingale, (yeah, right!), Bad Patty. A good time was had
by all!

Let’s (hopefully) do it all again this Sunday at 11 am! Encourage your family,
friends and neighbors to try it! There’s plenty of room on the lake for more boats!

Sail on!

~Fleet Captain,Bill
(and ghostwriter, BP)

o
Aﬁ @)bé
Salon & Spa
269.244.5510 Offering our Guests...

- All FHlair Services w/Natural Products
11920 McKinley St - Pedicures & Marnicures
Jones, Michigan 49061 ® ZFacial & Massage
- Sugaring & Waxing
www. satorisalonandspa. comn - Evelash FExtensions & Lifts

Email: satorisalonspa@gmail. com 'EEnn)
-

=2 Fxperience the Organic Difference

@

TUESLEY » HALL - KONOPA, LLP

atftorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis«South Bend « Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com




~BLYC Sailing Results~

BLYC Season Standings to date

Date 6-Jun.... 6-Jun ..... 6-Jun....eeeenees Points ............. Average.......cczsnmmunnns Finished ................ %
Race# 1 2 3

MC Scow/Sailor Total MC Races........uu..- 3

Barb Cassady #2506 ................ 2 2 e T 4642 ... 1547 o K S 100%
Bill Luecht #1579........ccccoeeveneee. K ST 3 2 4409 ... 1470 K S 100%
Scott Troeger #1489................. T, y DNF ... 4356....cccceieeienn 1452, 2 67%
Pat Welch #1979........cccoceeeee. S 5 e K 4109 ... 1370, K S 100%
Pat McGann #1735................. DNF............ S L S 3894 ... 1298....iieeeeeene 2 67%
Sandy Vitale.........ccocoovevnerenenne. 5 S S B e 3817 e 1272 K S 100%
Sunfish/Sailor Total Sunfish Races=>....... 3

Peter Soldato...........cccceevreeurnne. T 3 [P 4644 .........ocven 1548....coieeieeeiene 1 S 100%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue)...2............... 2 e 4o 4411 1470, K JOUUUITR 100%
Stewart Spratt...........cccoeieenn SRR L R 2 4259 ... 1420, G TSP 100%
Scott Temple........cccovevnereene. K S 5 K SO 4184 ... 1395, e K S 100%
Bob Niezgodski .........ccccccreneeee. 5 S S B e 3817 e 1272 K S 100%
Steve Frew........cocovvveencreneenee. T e T DNF ..o 3780 ..o 1260....ccciirreeenenne 2 67%
Herb Cleveland.......................... L J T o DNF ....coerne 3405.....cien, 1135, 2 s 67%
Camille Butler ..........cccvveennenee. < T 9 [ 3338 (I T K S 100%
Jeff & Tammy Walls.................... 1S 8 e P 3269....cciien 1090....ci e K T 100%

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season; DNF (Did Not
Finish); DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored

as 7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed; CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives
their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total; Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st =

40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.); Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted; Crew - Counted toward
completed races, Points go to skipper of boat

SUNDAY IS SAILING DAY

AT TRITROTE! ILATKIS,

o SAILING paws

LACES at L1
RIEENS EIGIVERENS
A TBIRIBATR amd]

STAY CLEAR OF
THE COURSE!

SAVE THE DATE

Reid Francis MIC Invitational Regatta

Saturday July 24
Diamond Lake Yacht Club
Sallors invited from:

Birch Lake-Corey Lake-Eagle Lake

Indian Lake—Diamond Lake

The House of Wall

Intenor @gﬁgn ATTENTION RACERS
REGISTER on-line at dlycmi.org
Race Day
8:00AM Breakfast
2:00AM Skippers Meeting
10:00 First of 3 races

3 n
[
W Lunch Included
! Cmﬂ:af 3:30PM Awards
[ E‘w Spectators Welcome
" Cﬂhmsﬁw Watch by boat or shore at DLYC, 21268 Shore Acres Drive, Cassopolis, MI

" re-Sule Staging Consultand Asistance

= F.:,h:t: W bmasronsed Bl Waelt Cluls



— Water Quality Report —

Phis week we'd like to discuss Com-
II mandment #1, “Thou Shalt Prevent
the Spread of Aquatic Invasive
Species (AIS).”

Aquatic Invasive Species (ALS) refers
to all non-native organisms living in
or near our bodies of water. Examples
include zebra mussels, aggressive weeds,
and fish diseases. Because they typically
have no natural predatory, competing, or
limiting species, AIS can overwhelm a body
of water very quickly. Once an AIS visits
a body of water it may be controlled, but
rarely eliminated. Currently there are at
least hundreds of know forms of AIS.

AIS threaten the health of our lakes
and rivers, decrease water quality and can
limit recreational enjoyment. It has been
estimated that the total economic impact of
aquatic invasive species in the Great Lakes
region is $5.7 billion per year.

Within the last decade of so, rampant
AIS at a few lakes within 60 miles of
ours has actually caused their state DNR
(Department of Natural Resources) to, on a
temporary basis, “close” those lakes for use.
At Birch, we already “enjoy” the presence
of at least known types of AILS:

1) Eurasian Milfoil — for which we
survey and treat annually

2) Purple Loosestrife — for which
volunteers (Bruce Wagner) hunts and then
oversees the pulling of, every late summer

3) Curly Leaf Pondweed — for which
we monitor but action has not yet been
required.

4) Limited quantities of Hybrid Eur-
asian Milfoil were recently detected after
a treatment and elimination of our normal
Eurasian Milfoil. We will now more regu-
larly monitor this species also and discuss
it further in a future article. At this point
we don’t know what impact it may, or may
not have, on the lake. We have learned
that a product that does not work on this
particular hybrid is not the product that we
currently use on our lake.

A particularly problematic species,
Starry Stonewort, has already been discov-
ered in numerous nearby bodies of water
(including our own mill pond.) Numerous

other forms of AIS thrive in the area and
threaten us regularly. For these reasons,
each year we hire outside experts to survey
our lake.

Movement of boats and trailers among
water bodies is the most common way
Aquatic Invasive Species spread in Michi-
gan. Washing of those boats and trailers is
an obvious and relatively easy way to stop
them.

Michigan Law requires that we:

*  Remove aquatic organisms, including
plants from boats, boating equipment and
boat trailers before launching or placing in
the water or transporting any watercraft
over land.

*  Pull plugs and drain live wells, bilges,
ballast tanks and all water from boats
before leaving the access site.

+  Dispose of unused bait in the trash.
Do not release bait into the water.

*  Don’t transfer fish to water bodies
other than where they were caught.
Further, in Michigan it is recommended
that we:

* Inspect and remove plants and mud
from boats, trailers and gear and dry
equipment before leaving the access area.
+  Dispose of the material in a trash
receptacle or otherwise away from water
body.

*  Power wash boats, trailers and gear
before leaving the access area if possible, or
at a nearby car wash or at home

*  Clean our boats and equipment before
and after use in a new body of water

+  Don’t allow the cleaning residue from
a previous body of water to runoff into a
different body of water

+  After cleaning, dry boats and equip-
ment. (Most Invasives, and significant
fish diseases, will die if left dry, out of the
water, for 5 (five) days

+  Disinfect live wells, bilges and gear
with a mild bleach solution (1/2 cup bleach
to 5 gallon of water.)

* Do not dump fish and plants from
aquariums into a body of water unless you
are absolutely certain that each variety of
living matter therein is native to that body
of water.

In summary, please be careful not to
place (or dump) anything that may
be invasive (non-native) into our lake or
into a place that may eventually wash into
our lake. Included would be plants, fish,
bait, aquarium remnants, and even craw-
fish left over from a “boil.”

PLEASE PASS THE WORD

CH LAKE WATER QUALITY

I. Thou shalt prevent the spread of
Aquatic Invasive Species AlS)

Thou shalt minimize surface
runoff

. Thou shalt minimize the effects
of waves

. Thou shalt protect and expand
Natural Shorelines

V. Thou shalt not allow phospho-
rus, nutrients, and other unde-
sirable chemical elements to
enter our lake

VI. Thou shalt remain informed
and active about other Water
Quality issues

Source.
1Bank

1Istsource.com | Member FDIC

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.
Source.

Insurance products and annuities are not insured b

Ttems.

the FDIC; are not

ROSEA Tarms. g

Weekdy Local Farm Share
Deliveries Tnclude:

Eggs, Fruits, Vegetables, 5 W
Baked Goods and Preserved }‘

269-26-0754

%""': ¥
(s ﬂ.

LN

deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly
owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.




— Barker Kids of the Week —

A Happy 80th Birthday to
Bruce Wagner (Cove) who cel-
ebrated with fresh strawberry
shortcake adorned with eight
candles, symbolic of eight
decades of a life well spent...
congratulations Bruce!

KIDS OF
THE WEEK

Want your kid to be a Birch
Barker Kid of the Week?
Want your dog to be a
Dog of the Week? Want
your lawnmower to be the
Lawnmower of the Week?
Just mail your photo (with
a SASE if you want the
photo(s) back) to Birch
Barker, 63174 Birch Rd.,
Vandalia, Ml 49095; or put
them in a ziplock and stick
them in the stone mailbox
at my home (on the east
side), or email them to me
at SAILORPHIL@PHILVI-
TALE.COM

Get a FREE market analys#s'

r ONTC L‘:I!a: u*”“i‘

( 269-445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!
NOW IS A GREAT TIME

TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@ThelLakelife.com




— Barker Kids of the Week —

This is Rich

BUGS OF THE WEEK: Thanks to Mr. Bob
(King, north shore) for the dragonfly pic
at left, and at right is a photo I shot of
a Black Blister Beetle, which can look
ordinary and unassuming, but under
duress, they can leave quite a mark on
insects and humans alike. These nasty
blister-buts can secrete a chemical that
causes irritation, redness and, over time,
blister formation on human skin. It is a
defense mechanism intended to protect
them from predators and other threats.

@8 kids. Photo
{1 submitted by

Waterfront Specialist
Serving Michigan
and Indiana

REALTY

269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com

Susie@susietucker.com

SUSIE TUCKER
574-320-6697 cer ﬂ |

Zillow
XXy
5-STAR AGENT

sus:e@sus:etucken com I 74—320-6697

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR

PROPERTY.




Camp T Counselor Mr. Parker with one

— Barker Kids of the Week —

of the two fish he caught barehanded

&

Bob Pence and his two Labs (east side)
slowly stroll past a “slow down” sign.

recently ... thanks to Bill Luecht (east shore) for the pic and the story.
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FUNERALS | CREMATIONS | GATHERINGS
SINCE 1842

5702321411

WWW.mcgannhay.com

“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside

ATri-County Bookkeepers

tax accounting & payroll services since 1955

An accounting practice serving
southwestern Michigan for over
60 years specializing in
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager,
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions,
financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we alll We can
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off
the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for
you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We'll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

2056 Plaza Drive
Benton Harbor, Ml 49022

269-926-2191




— Barker Pics of the Week —

Deb Hall sent in a throwback pic of Julie Lacy (S) and Debbie Hall( C) getting ready to set sail a few years back! At right is a
raft heron sent in by Tammy Hall (W)

The frog at left
and the heron
at right watched
other for a while,
but neither want-
ed to engage ...

photos by some
old, Santa-look-

ing guy.

BIRCH LAKE HAS

NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,

A TON OF CHILDREN,
GRANDCHILDREN AND PETS

SLOW DOWN ON
OUR ROADS

AND ON THE HILLS
TO AND FROM

THE LAKE!

SPEED LIMIT

15..

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake



YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19)

There are three Fire signs and you are one of them.
This week Mars moves one of those Fire signs.
(They are Aries, Leo and Sagittarius.) When Mars is
in one of them, it supports you like the third leg of a
three-legged stool. Since Mars is an energy planet,
this means for the next seven weeks, your energy
will be high! Your self-confidence will be strong. You
will be more effective and more competent in every-
thing you do. Romance will blossom! Your interest in
sports (especially competitive) will be strong.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

When Mars changes signs this week, it means your
home, family and private life will be energized. At a
glance, this means you have more determination to
deal with your domestic world. But this increased
energy will also create chaos and confusion at
home. Visiting guests, renovations, residential
moves will be a challenge! In fact, these challenges
by extension, could create tension within the family,
especially with a parent. Domestic strife is classic
when Mars is in this part of your chart.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

The Sun is still in your sign with Mercury retrograde,
which lasts until June 22. This is why you are mis-
placing things and making goofy mistakes! This
means that for the next two months, the pace of
your days will accelerate and you will be much more
forthright and proactive when talking to others. In
other words, you will say what you mean and mean
what you say!

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

This continues to be a time when you're happy to
hide in the wings. Nevertheless, Venus in your sign
will encourage you to socialize with others. This
week is a lovely time to shop for wardrobe goodies
for yourself. This week is also when fiery Mars
moves into your Money House encouraging you to
work hard to make money; and at the same time,
spend money!

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)

Things are certainly looking up for your sign
because this week, fiery Mars is moving into Leo,
which denotes great activity in your life. It promotes
your desire to work hard and further your own inter-
ests. It also gives you the energy to work hard to fol-
low through on your desires. It makes you much
more of a fighter for your own rights than usual, as
well as the rights of others. Your physical energy will
be high and you will accomplish a great deal.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You continue to make a fabulous impression on oth-
ers because the Sun is at the top of your chart cast-
ing you in a flattering spotlight. This week, someone
out there might not have your best interests at heart.
So, if you think something fishy is going on - it is!
Meanwhile, in this hidden position, Mars can easily
make you give others the wrong impression, which
undermines your position Therefore, be mindful of
everything you say and do.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)

Things are going swimmingly. People will seek your
advice about artistic matters or how to make some-
thing look better. Romance with someone in authori-
ty might occur. Meanwhile, you're excited about trav-
el or the possibility of doing something “different.”
You will refuse to take a backseat position. You will
also resent group pressure. Coordinate your needs
with the needs of others for a win-win solution.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

You have a desire to travel and explore new places,
ideas and things. You will also have an excellent
opportunity to wrap up old business with insurance
issues, taxes, inheritances and shared property. This
week, fiery Mars moves to the very top of your chart,
which will make you identify with whatever project
you're doing, which in turn, is why you will work
extremely hard to get it done! The only downside is
that conflict with coworkers might arise because they
feel threatened by your hard work and energy.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Like Aries and the principle of a three-legged stool,
you benefit by Mars moving into your Fire sign this
week. This is why you will enjoy increased self-confi-
dence; enthusiasm and feel more competent and
more effective. You will be clear about your inten-
tions and know exactly what course you want to fol-
low. Mars will also boost your sex drive! Mars will
spur your desire to travel and explore the world. Oh
yes, you want it all - first-class.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

You like efficiency and production, which is why
you're happy to work hard. However, you are frus-
trated by the delays, confused communications,
missed appointments, late deliveries and minor
moments of mayhem in your job due to Mercury ret-
rograde. This week, Mars moves into one of your
Money Houses indicating potential disputes about
inheritances, shared property, taxes, debt and insur-
ance issues.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

This week is lighthearted and playful! You will enjoy
social outings and fun activities with children. Old
flames from the past might be in touch. Accept all
invitations to have a good time because this is totally
appropriate. Relations with coworkers are warm,
which is rewarding. However, this week, disputes
with partners and close friends might arise. Basically,
these are probably power struggles.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)

Home, family and your private life continue to be
important. Mercury retrograde will recycle past
issues that you dealt with at home. On the upside,
Mercury retrograde will help you finish home proj-
ects. Meanwhile, lucky Jupiter and fair Venus want
you fo party! Both these planets will also promote
new love, and enhance existing partnerships. In the
midst of this encouraging news you will work effi-
ciently with perseverance at whatever task you're
doing. Your health will also be invigorated.

Birch Lake Environmental Data

Birch Laks Temparatures 2021
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Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.073
2.8 days since new moon

Sunrise: 06:05:13 AM
Sunset: 21:19:13 PM
Moonrise: 07:39:10 AM
Moonset: 23:35:26 PM
Daylight: 15 Hr 13 Min 59 Sec




Birch Barker Funnies

Russell.
Jack Russell.

As T watch this generation try to
rewrite history, one thing I'm
sure of.... it will be misspelled
and have no punntuatiq.

L - THE IDEA HAD TO
“Look. You had five bones, right? Your friend Zooky COME FROM SOMEWHERE

comes over, stays awhile, then leaves. Now you

have four bones, right! ... You don’t have
to be a ‘Lassie’ to figure this one out.”

Ask Your Doctor

If A Drug With
32 Pages Of Side
Effects Is Right
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Clcada cookies

ager to try out your own culi-
nary skills on this year’s crop of
Brood X cicadas? Here’s Jenna

Jadin’s 2004 “Cicada-licious”
recipe for Chocolate-Chip Trillers.

Ingredients:
2 1/4 cups flour
1 tsp. baking soda

1 tsp. salt
1 cup butter, softened soda and salt, then set aside.
3/4 cup sugar In a large bowl, combine butter, sug-
3/4 cup brown sugar ar, brown sugar and vanilla, then beat till
1 tsp. vanilla creamy, incorporating eggs.
2 eggs Gradually add flour mixture and insects,
12-o0zs. of chocolate chips mix well.  Stir in chocolate chips,
1 cup chopped nuts scooping up the dough with a rounded tea-
1/2 cup dry roasted chopped cicadas spoon, drop spoonfuls onto an ungreased
Directions: baking sheet.
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. Bake for 8 to 10 minutes.
In a small bowl, combine flour, baking Makes approximately 3 dozen cookies.
0'Donnell’s Docks 1ic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

Prme Property Care

/ \\  CainFrancs
ny N Clegedt

- Cassonals, M 4903
| 1289) 5919848

* Nojing ' HBQES

Sales and service of all
NY-IaY [ BYIIR(7d  major docks, boatlifts and
AVTAURVTI  water front accessories.

For an online quote, go to

www odonnellsdocks com &

12097 M-60 # Jonas, w| | Ey + Gl Ceanig
269-244-1446

E
B nfogodomelsdoos com  SomgFalCeanUP— + Rockdih rstalin
Autorized Dealer For:

* - ©r | ginfarcsgodeinelcom
| Low-n-Go 27y,




— Camp Tannadoonah —

le are officially OVER 1000
camper registrations for this
summer. We've only had 1000

campers once before —in 2019 — and we
got our 1000th registration at the very
end of the summer. Right now we are at
1006 and still taking registrations.

We added a week of camp this year,
which is one of the reasons we are able to
get to 1000 kids even with capacity lim-
its due to COVID. We are still keeping
our cabin groups smaller than normal,
so our overnight sessions will actually
have 35 fewer spots than our normal full
capacity. But we have increased the day
camp capacity by 15-20 per week, and
nearly all of those day camp spots are
filled for the summer.

Our first group of campers are set to
check in on Sunday afternoon (the 13th).
We currently have 82 kids registered
for this first session, which makes it the
smallest session of the summer. It should
be a good test-run for our new check in
process, which includes a COVID test for
every camper.

We were able to obtain Abbott Labs
Binax Now rapid tests, so that we can
test each camper for COVID upon arrival
at camp. We know it’s not perfect — that
someone could test negative on Sunday
and then test positive on Tuesday — but
it’s one more screening tool we can use
to try to keep our summer COVID-free.
Nearly all of our staff were able to be
fully vaccinated prior to arrival at camp,

as well, and many of our campers (those
12 and older) will be able to be vaccinat-
ed prior to camp.

We are continuing to follow many of
the precautions we did last year, includ-
ing keeping campers and staff in small
groups or “cohorts”. In a typical sum-
mer, campers each have an individual
schedule, and campers from all cabins
and groups are mixing together through-
out the day. This year, and last year, the
cabin groups or cohorts stay together all
day — going to their activities together,
eating their meals together, and sitting
together during large group activities.

Following CDC guidelines for sum-
mer camps, when campers are with their
own cohort or cabin, they do not need to
wear masks. But when two or more cab-
ins do an activity together, they have to
have 2 of these three things: masks, dis-
tanced, and outdoors. So two cabins can
play volleyball against each other with
no masks, because they are outdoors and
distanced. But if two cabins want to play
cards at a picnic table, they need to do
that outdoors and with masks, because
they’re not staying 6 feet apart from the
other group.

Our main goal is to mitigate the
spread of the virus, so that if someone at
camp did test positive, we could contain
the spread to a small group, and not
have to shut down all of camp. We've
also increased our cleaning of high touch
surfaces and shared spaces, have camp-

CANP TANNADOONAH

BLoaCH LAkl

http://tannadoonah.org

ers sleeping head-to-toe in the cabins

so their heads are farther apart, and
reduced the number of campers in the
cabins. We feel very lucky that we made
it through last season without a COVID
case, and are hoping for a similarly suc-
cessful season this year.

~Mrs. Amber
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2020 Chairmans Club

dennishamber@cressyeve

2020 MLS Diamond Award Winner

0 BEST
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rett.com

Cressy&Everett1

REAL ESTATE
Ahove. And Beyond.

Dennis Bamber REALTOR® 701 Spruce Street » Dowagiac, MI 49047

Cell,574.532.3808 RSPS

The TOP SELLING Realtor
in 2020 for Cressy & Everett and
a waterfront resident

for over 25 years.

M9 s s s A
Z%m'nmm ;‘Z-M




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE SERVICES: 23-30 July. Email aathanas@awf.
24 foot camper. 1 large slide I do sewing and mending at org, DIRECT: +41229990146
out. 2 queen size beds. Shower. fair prices - zippers, hemming, MOBILE: +41799696066 |
Bathroom, A/C, TV , Microwave, small alterations; call Kathy at SKYPE: Andrea_Athanas | www.
stove/ oven. Very clean. Makes for ~ 476- 9317 awf.org or contact Camille Butler
a great over-flow for guests. Asking WANTED: at (574) 596-1066.
$13,000. Bob Groszek (south side) Looking for of builders to
1-219-384-9291 rebuild our A-frame. Text sugges- Found

tions to 317-201-8554 or email Two large pieces of

Solid Oak corner TV cabinet. cstevens164@sbcglobal.net Styrofoam approximately 2’ x 5,
Fits up to a 42 inch TV. Has lots of duct-taped together with an alumi-
storage with attractive glass doors. Wanted to rent: a place for 6 num (Festivus?) pole in the middle.

Asking $100. Call Margie Trybus adults and 2 kids (aged 13 and 15)  They floated up Monday afternoon
(East side) 269-476- 2563 or 312- between 23 and 27 July...or, if a and may be recovered at Chester’s
802-8201. weekly rental is required then pier located at 63614 Birch Road.

Seven (7) sections of 4’ x 11" wood- BARKERI{CIPASSIEIEDNADVERTISING]

en pier. Stanchions, ladder, bench
NOT included. $125/section or best

offer. Call Becky Wiseman at 269- Classified ads in the Birch Barker are free to BLYC
816-5755 or 574-386-8609.
members, $5/week for everyone else.

F o reedNPRN  Send your ad to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com.

zfalclatiorg Check outrzur Flzrida . If you no longer need your ad to run in the Barker
illage house at ourhomed4rent. .

comicjp Call 574-596-2154 for please let me know so | can pull it.

more info.

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

o oF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done
® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service

Emergency
® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”

Service

® Longest Warranties in the Business
® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

Lo 269-687-7192 e v
g (2 B B8 866-751-1470 101 1o

g;; M'Tﬂ Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net



HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR

USE PROPER BOATING SAFETY
AND ETIQUETTE GUIDELINES

Keep boats, pwcs, skiers and tubers 100’ away from
EVERYTHING when traveling at wake speed. Observe all
boating safety rules, and MIND YOUR WAKE.

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

2021 BILYC QIFIFICIERS & DIIRIECTORS

2018/19 BLYC Officers
Dan Waxman (E), Commodore
317-506-1680 ..........cc...... DWaxman@yversiti.org
Barb Cassady (E), Vice Commodore
574-303-2831-bcassady@holycrossvillage.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com
Bill Luecht (E), Fleet Captain........ 476-2843
wal303@sbcglobal.net
2018 BLYC Directors

Angela Bergan (E) ......cccccveeineiennncne 561-603-5522
berganfsu@aol.com

Greg Bolin (W)...c.ccuicceienreneeecnnas 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com

Ed Chester (E)......ccccoerrvnniiceerrenenes 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) ........cccovveueee. 574-261-6712
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Terry DUgan (S).....cooeeerrerrerenereeeeeens 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Bernie Garceau...........ccccovvnnicicccinnens 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

Chas Grundy (E).......ccocoueeerrerrerenenne 574-315-0217
chas.grundy@gmail.com

Deb Hall (Cove)........ccccvuvrniiiereirirreenee 476-7226
bdeh@sbcglobal.net

Patty Luecht (E) ....cccoovvvniiicrrirreens 476-2615
pgalloway4@yahoo.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E)......ccccceuu... 574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Sarah Petty (N)......ccooovnicnrnnrencecnns 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccocoerrmneneneeenens i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGErS (C) ...covereruerereeriecreeeeeen 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N)........ccooeceeernnnencnennns 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E).....cooeoverrenneeieceees 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E)......ccccvvernnniccierrrenene 476-1680

sailorphil@philvitale.com,
or onlinebarker@gmail.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ......ccooeeevrnnenecccnne 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Sue WIllIams (S)....c.cvveieeernirirreneeeerenas 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

WATER QUALITY AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and
Homeowners Association ...............c........ 476-1467

pauljfallon@gmail.com

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

THE YEAR IS IN PROGRESS!

It’s time to pay 2021 dues!
Support the BLYC, support the Lake, support the Community!

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Total contribution:

Address

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637

Now you can go online at HTTP:/BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake
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(See County Highway Map)
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There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




SUN
SHADE

AWNING

Retractable
Awnings
for Decks

and Patios

Boat Covers
and Tops

Aluminum
Awnings

Contact Mark at 269-244-5307

markbidelman@comceast.net

12291 Bidelman Road Rl e »
Three Rivers, M1 40003 (@AWINgs

www.SunandShadeAwning.com




